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Q: How do you select the movies that 
become part of the Library’s collection? 

A: I keep up with all the new releases. We get 
hundreds of holds for the big box office hits, 
but critically acclaimed independent, foreign 
and classic films are also popular. And many 
people love a variety of TV series and British 
programs. 

Q: What are the most popular film topics? 
A: You wouldn’t believe how many people 

ask for horror films! And just about every other 
genre: comedy, gangster, mystery, romance, 
science fiction, fantasy, western, animation.

Q: What makes a film a classic? 
A: There are some films that were mostly 

ignored at their time of release but are now 
considered as classics. NIGHT OF THE 
HUNTER, BRINGING UP BABY and CITIZEN 
KANE were flops when first released. Some 
films, like GONE WITH THE WIND are an 
instant classic. For many years, no one heard of 
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE. It was not considered 
a “classic” until the 1970s when the film went 
into public domain and was shown all over the 
place. There was sudden access to it and the 
reaction was “this film is great!”

Some categories of older films are now 
very popular and even have film festivals built 
around them. Risqué movies from the early 
1930s are known as “Pre-codes.” Many crime 
dramas from the 1940s and 1950s are now 
known as ‘Film noir.”

Q: What trends have you observed in 
films and movies? 

A: Sequels and comic books! For our 
Movies@Main programs we get our highest 
attendance with newer family-friendly films.

Are you tired of being 
at the bottom of the 
reserve list for the 
next big bestseller? 

Click on the new 
“Coming Soon!” tab 

located on the Audio Visual Services 
blog. Every week we’ll list the biggest fiction and 
biography titles that we’ve just ordered, so you’ll 
have a chance to beat the crowd!

TECH TALKS by Ann Hutchison, Technology Director

The public library of 2011 is currently experiencing one of its 
greatest changes due to the advent of mobile technology. With 
the number of Smart phone users on the rise, we must continue 
to adapt our services to meet the needs of these new users.

Libraries have become technology hubs in communities, 
offering access to a wide range of free resources. Whether you 
come into a library building or access its resources remotely, 
the library as a technology center fills an important community 
need. There is no other public institution like it!

We know the library community has differing technology 
needs and we are integrating these new technologies into our 
traditional library services.

What an exciting time to explore your public library! With 
the advent of mobile devices – Smartphones, tablets, ebook 
readers, and other hand-held devices, the library is no longer 
just a building with four walls and items to check out. It is fast 
becoming a community-wide virtual resource offering access to 
free resources not available anywhere else.

What’s new?
•	A mobile version of our 

Website and library catalog 
will be available soon. This 
will provide easy access to 
library resources for users of 
mobile devices. 

•	Access to a growing number 
of ebooks, audiobooks, and 
music. Titles can be checked out, downloaded and read or 
listened to on a portable device such as an ebook reader, 
tablet, or smart phone. 

•	Future classes on ebook readers, tablets such as the iPad and 
other gadgets, allowing the public to experience these devices 
first-hand. 

•	Increased community outreach through social media outlets 
such as Facebook, Twitter and blogs to share information and 
resources.

•	New public computers have been installed at Main, Fairlawn-
Bath, Firestone Park, and North Branch libraries. Outdated 
public computers at our remaining locations will soon be 
replaced.

Therein lies one of the beauties of our public library…while 
we may be reinventing ourselves as technology hubs, in reality 
we are simply doing what we’ve always done: striving to identify 
our community needs and adapting to provide the appropriate 
services. 

As we move forward, we’d love to hear from you! If you have 
a suggestion, contact us at it@akronlibrary.org or check our 
Website for more information. 
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