
The Special Collections Division of the Akron-Summit County Public Library and the Summit County Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society present:

Ethics in Genealogy 
featuring Judy G. Russell
Saturday, August 17, 9:30 am-4 pm 

Main Library Auditorium
60 South High Street, Akron, Ohio 44326

The program is free and open to the public, and parking 
is free in the High-Market parking deck. Register by 
phone, in person or online through the Library’s Events 
calendar at https://services.akronlibrary.org/events. 

For more information, contact 
the Special Collections Division at 330-643-9030 
or speccollections@akronlibrary.org.

  

Program Schedule:

9:30-9:45 am··············  Introductions

9:45-10:45 am ···········  The Ethical Genealogist

10:45-11:15 am ········  Break
11:15 am-12:15 pm··· Facts, Photos and 
Fair Use: Copyright Law for Genealogists

12:15-1:30 pm··········· Lunch on your own

1:30-2:30 pm ············· DNA and the Golden 
Rule: The Law and Ethics of Genetic Genealogy 

2:30-3 pm ···················· Break

3-4 pm··························· Roadblocks, Red Lights 
and Detours: Records Access for Genealogists



SC-10206/750/3-19/kc

Judy G. Russell is a genealogist with a law degree who writes and lectures on topics ranging from 
using court records in family history to understanding DNA testing. On the faculty of numerous 
genealogy institutes, she is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Board for Certi�cation of 
Genealogists®, from which she holds credentials as a Certi�ed Genealogist® and Certi�ed 
Genealogical Lecturer®. Her award-winning blog is at http://www.legalgenealogist.com. 

The Ethical Genealogist
Genealogists deal with sensitive issues all the time: how to handle family secrets, what to say about 
living people, crediting the work of others. Learn more about the ethical challenges of trying to solve 
family history mysteries in the 21st century. 

Facts, Photos and Fair Use: Copyright Law for Genealogists                               
Understanding what is and isn’t copyrighted and what genealogists can and can’t use is the key to staying out of trouble 
and to protecting our own work. Learn about what copyright is, and what it isn’t.

DNA and the Golden Rule: The Law and Ethics of Genetic Genealogy                                     
Whose permission is needed to test a child or an adult unable to consent? Who owns our DNA? What can we disclose about 
a cousin who has tested? The rules of the road for the ethical challenges facing genealogists interested in using DNA 
evidence as part of their family history research. Learn how applying the Golden Rule can guide us through many if not 
most of the situations in which we as genetic genealogists �nd ourselves.

Roadblocks, Red Lights and Detours: Records Access for Genealogists                                     
This was supposed to be the Age of the Information Superhighway. Instead, even as so many records are coming online, 
doors are being slammed shut on so many more – often records that aren’t and won’t be online, now and perhaps ever. As a 
community and as individuals, learn what we can do to protect records access.


